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Muckleshoot Tribe Offers Financial Planning Seminar for Tribal Members 

 

Seattle, WA (July, 2013) — A series of humorous analogies created by presenter Chris Smith, are used in the 

"Muckleshoot Money Skills for Life" program. These items include fun things like bathtubs, checkerboards, 

speedometers and pyramids. They are all thoughtfully brought to life as a way to present the sometimes 

dry concepts of personal finance in a fun and compelling way for those who attend the program.  

 

What makes the program unique is the way that it has been customized to meet the needs of the tribal 

members. Prior to the first class, four “role models” from within the community were selected by the 

Muckleshoot Housing Authority to help develop the program. Smith met on numerous occasions with 

these role models, both individually and as a group. Together, they constructed the class contents from 

the ground up. The result is a fundamentally sound, relevant and highly valuable program for the tribal 

attendees. 

 

“We were looking for a financial course that goes beyond successful home ownership. We wanted to give 

people the tools for the basics of budgeting, saving, investing and planning their financial future. That's 

exactly what Money Skills for Life does,” says Ama Tuato'o, Executive Director of the Muckleshoot 

Housing Authority. 

 

“The big 'aha moments,' the kind that are truly life changing, are what make this program so special. 

When that happens, the whole class gets excited!” explains Smith, founder of the program, a nationally 

recognized author, presenter and teacher, and online video creator based in the Seattle area. He typically 

focuses his educational programs on young adults, but it became clear during the early discussions that 

this kind of program would be valuable to adult members of all ages. “I am so thankful to Chris for all he 

has taught me, and to the Muckleshoot Tribe for letting Chris be here to teach this course,” adds Lisa 

Perez, Muckleshoot Tribal Member, student in the program and role model. 

 
About Chris Smith and Awesome Financial Future: 

 

Chris Smith, Founder and President of Awesome Financial Future, LLC creates financial education 

programs customized for each audience—members of groups, organizations or communities, combining 

humor, integrity and nearly 30 years of experience as a financial executive with Hewlett-Packard.  

. 

Smith is also the author of “Securing Your Financial Future” and the creator of the online video series 

“Awesome Financial Future.” For more information about Chris Smith or Awesome Financial Future, 

please visit http://awesomefinancialfuture.com/.    
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